Reading Area Transportation Study
(610) 478-6300 c/o Berks County Planning Commission
FAX: (610) 478-6316 Berks County Services Center
633 Court Street, 14th Floor
Reading, PA 19601-4309

May 18, 2023
Amy Burkhart, Borough Manager
Hamburg Borough
61 N. 3" Street
Hamburg, PA 19526

RE: WalkWorks Funding Opportunity for the
Development of an Active Transportation
Plan
Hamburg Borough, Berks County

Ms. Burkhart:

The Reading Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) is in receipt of the Hamburg
Borough proposal for the development of an Active Transportation Plan under WalkWorks
Development of Active Transportation Plans to Guide the Establishment of Activity-Friendly
Routes that Connect to Everyday Destinations. The requested grant amount is $30,000.

The WalkWorks Development of Active Transportation Plans to Guide the Establishment
of Activity-Friendly Routes that Connect to Everyday Destinations application process requires
applicants to provide a letter from the appropriate MPO certifying that the proposed project is in
compliance with relevant MPO plans. This letter fulfills that requirement.

The 2045 Long Range Transportation Plan can be found at the following link:
https://www.countyofberks.com/departments/planning-commission/transportation-reading-
mpo/plans-and-programs/2045-long-range-transportation-plan. Goal #4 of this plan on page
128 focuses on improved connections and choices to provide travelers a wide variety of well-
designed transportation choices that are in good condition. The strategic performance
measures for this goal include supporting projects that expand the county trail and sidewalk
network and working closely with municipalities to ensure the safe interaction of vehicles,
transit, and bicyclists/pedestrians, which can be achieved through the development of municipal
active transportation plans.

The Berks County Bicycle and Pedestrian Transportation Plan 2020 can be found
at the following link: https://www.countyofberks.com/departments/planning-
commission/transportation-reading-mpo/plans-and-programs/bicycle-and-pedestrian-
planning. The Funding section of this plan specifically encourages the pursuit of funding
through the WalkWorks grant program, on page 66 it states, “WalkWorks, developed in
partnership with the state Department of Health and the University of Pittsburgh Center
for Public Health Practice, seeks increased opportunities for physical activity in a
community through safe walking routes, support of walking groups, walk-to-school
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programs, and local policies designed to increase safe walking. The organization also
provides mini-grants that municipalities can use to develop active transportation plans,
“‘complete streets” policies, and “vision zero” policies. This grant money helps communities
implement policy and infrastructure improvements that will optimize physically active
lifestyles for residents, such as increasing active transportation (walking, biking, and public
transit) and connectivity to common destinations.”

An Implementation Goal on page 68 of this plan encourages municipalities to formalize active
transportation infrastructure needs/desires within municipal planning documents. Many of the
County and Municipal Implementation Goals listed on page 67 through 69 encourage working
with municipalities to create plans, policies, and programs that focus on active transportation and
the associated infrastructure.

Other relevant county plans prepared in coordination with the Berks County Planning Commission
also find the development of an Active Transportation Plan for Hamburg Borough compliant.
Three such plans would be the Berks County Comprehensive Plan Update 2030, IMAGINE Berks,
and the Berks County Greenway, Park and Recreation Plan. Specific citations and links to these
plans can be found in the Berks County Planning Commission letter of compliance for this
application.

The proposed development of an Active Transportation Plan for Hamburg Borough meets all of
these objectives and, as such, is compliant with Reading MPO plans.

The Reading MPO thanks you for the opportunity to review this grant application.

Sincerely,

Alan D. Piper, Secretary

Reading Area Transportation Study
Coordinating Committee (Reading MPO)



