
COUNTY OF BERKS 
COMMISSIONERS’ BOARD MEETING AGENDA 

March 14, 2024 
 
Christian Y. Leinbach, Commissioner, Chair 
Michael S. Rivera, Commissioner 
Dante Santoni, Jr., Commissioner 
Christine M. Sadler, Esq., County Solicitor 
Kevin S. Barnhardt, Chief Operations Officer 
Carmen Torres, Chief Clerk 
  
CALL TO ORDER – 10:00 A.M. 
 
Observe a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag led by 
Christian Y. Leinbach, Commissioner Chair. 
 
NOTICE:   
Public comment will be accepted in person and through the Q&A function.  Please include 
your first name, last name and municipality for all comments.  Any comments without name 
and municipality will not be considered.  Each citizen can submit one comment.  Comment 
length is dictated by limitations of the platform being used (Teams Q&A, Facebook, 
YouTube).  In person comments will be accepted first, followed by comments submitted 
virtually. The meeting comment period is limited to a total of 30 minutes including both in 
person and virtual comments. This time period may be extended at the discretion of the 
Board. Please be concise.  Comments that are germane to County business will be read 
during the meeting and should not be considered to be interactive dialog with the 
Commissioners.  The County Solicitor shall be the final arbiter of whether a comment is 
germane and should be read.  Any Commissioner response to public comment will be done 
at the discretion of the Commissioners. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Approve the March 7, 2024, meeting minutes. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS 
 
AGENDA ITEMS 
 
1. Authorizing: 
 

Budget Department 
 

75.2024 A. Adopt a resolution authorizing 2023 Budget Transfers in the 
amount of $117,005; 2024 Budget Transfers in the amount of 
$340,013; and 2024 Appropriations in the amount of $2,095,990 
per listing dated March 8, 2024. 
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Human Resources 
 

76.2024 A. Adopt a resolution authorizing Human Resources 
Recommendations dated March 14, 2024, as follows:  
 
1. Authorize the appointment of Alycia Arters to PC013427 

Fiscal Coordinator, Workforce Development Board, effective 
04/03/2024.  Rate of $58,000/annually.  Salary range 
minimum $48,048; Midpoint $57,645; Maximum $67,243.  
Replacement for Matika Palmer who separated.  This request 
meets the criteria of the Hiring Policy.  Budget 25000 – 
26660. 
 

2. Authorize the promotion of Charles Brantman from 
PC013656 Senior Security Manager to Chief Information 
Security Officer, Information Systems, effective 03/15/2024.  
Rate of $130,000/annually.  Salary range minimum $105,194; 
Midpoint $131,493; Maximum $157,791.  New position 
created by Salary Board on 03/07/2024.  This request meets 
the criteria of the Hiring Policy.  Budget 10000 – 11170. 

 
 
Commissioner Rivera 
 

77.2024 A. Adopt a resolution authorizing the appointment of Suzanne 
Wenderoth, Reading, Pennsylvania, to the Reading Area 
Community College Board of Trustees for a term expiring on June 
30, 2025. 

 
Commissioners 
 

78.2024 
 
 
 

A. Adopt a resolution authorizing Brandy Neider, Children and Youth 
Services, Administrator to execute the amended IV-E Protocol for 
Berks County Children Youth Services (BCCYS) and Berks 
County Domestic Relations Section (DRS), committing to a 
written protocol regarding the handling of Title IV-E cases. 

 
79.2024 B. Adopt a resolution authorizing Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, and 

Daniel W. Fogarty, Director of Workforce Development, to 
execute the Separation of Duties Worksheet for Labor & Industries 
(L&I) annual monitoring. 
 

80.2024 C. Adopt a resolution authorizing Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, to 
execute the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and Delinquency 
Subgrant 43063 grant application for a Forensic Interviewer 
position within the District Attorney’s Office for the period July 1, 
2024, through June 30, 2026, and further authorizing the Chair, to 
execute any and all grant award notifications. 
 

81.2024 D. Adopt a resolution authorizing the execution of the Pennsylvania 
Emergency Management Agency Hazardous Materials, 
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Emergency Response Preparedness Report (HMERP) for 
reporting year 2023.  
 

82.2024 E. Adopt a resolution authorizing Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, to 
execute all documents between the County of Berks (grantor) and 
Mid-Atlantic Interstate Transmission, LLC, (grantee) granting an 
easement and right of way in the area of 1261 County Welfare 
Road and 1216 Hill Top Road, Bern Township as fully outlined 
in Exhibit A, for electrical lines. 
 

83.2024 F. Adopt a resolution authorizing Christian Y. Leinbach, Chair, to 
execute the 2023 Court Interpreter Services Grant from the 
Administrative Office of Pennsylvania Courts (“AOPC”) in the 
reimbursement request amount of $529,675.14 to provide on-site 
in-person courtroom interpreting services at the Court of Common 
Pleas and Magisterial District Judge levels. 
 

84.2024 G. Adopt a resolution authorizing a letter of support for the 
Colebrookdale Railroad Preservation Trust’s application to the 
Pottstown Area Health and Wellness Foundation for funding to 
complete the refurbishment of an original 1920s model Pullman 
Car to a modern and ADA-compliant Coach. 
 

85.2024 H. Adopt a resolution authorizing a letter of support for Connections 
Work applications for Community Project Support funding in an 
amount of up to $750,000 for the Reentry Works program to the 
offices of U.S. Senator Robert Casey, U.S. Senator John 
Fetterman, and U.S. Representative Chrissy Houlahan.   
 

86.2024 I. Adopt a resolution authorizing a letter of support for Connections 
Work application to the Pennsylvania Commission on Crime and 
Delinquency (PCCD) for the 2024/2025 Justice Assistance Grant 
(JAG) Local Initiatives Funding in an amount up to $125,000 for 
support of the Berks County Reentry Coalition.    

 
2. Motion to authorize the execution of Contract Agreements/Amendments as set forth 

on the Contract Agenda listing dated March 11, 2024. 
 
3. Motion to authorize execution of the payments and electronic transfers for the week 

ending March 14, 2024. 
 

AGENDA APPROVAL 

REPORTS OF TREASURER AND CONTROLLER 
 

1. Mitchell R. Darcourt, County Treasurer 
 

2. Joe Rudderow, County Controller 
 
 
REPORT OF CHIEF OPERATIONS OFFICER  



Commissioners’ Meeting         4                      March 14, 2024 

  

 
COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS 
 
Commissioner Rivera 
 
Commissioner Santoni 
 
Commissioner Leinbach 
 
ROW OFFICERS’ COMMENTS 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
ADJOURNMENT 



  

1 
 

Commissioners’ Board Meeting Minutes 
March 7, 2024 (Draft for approval March 14, 2024) 

 
The Berks County Board of Commissioners met in a regular session on Thursday, March 7, 
2024, at 10:00 A.M. in the Commissioners’ Boardroom, 13th floor of the Berks County 
Services Center, and via Microsoft Teams Live, YouTube, and Facebook, pursuant to due 
notice to Board members and the public.  

Commissioner Chair Christian Y. Leinbach called the meeting to order, with 
Commissioners Michael S. Rivera and Dante Santoni, Jr. in attendance. Christine M. 
Sadler, Solicitor, and Jessica Blauser, Deputy Chief Clerk, were also present.  
 
Commissioner Leinbach opened the meeting with a moment of silence, followed by the 
Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag. 
 
NOTICE:   
Public comment will be accepted in person and through the Q&A function.  Please include 
your first name, last name and municipality for all comments.  Any comments without 
name and municipality will not be considered.  Each citizen can submit one 
comment.  Comment length is dictated by limitations of the platform being used (Teams 
Q&A, Facebook, YouTube).  In person comments will be accepted first, followed by 
comments submitted virtually. The meeting comment period is limited to a total of 30 
minutes including both in person and virtual comments. This time period may be extended 
at the discretion of the Board. Please be concise.  Comments that are germane to County 
business will be read during the meeting and should not be considered to be interactive 
dialog with the Commissioners.  The County Solicitor shall be the final arbiter of whether 
a comment is germane and should be read.  Any Commissioner response to public 
comment will be done at the discretion of the Commissioners. 
 
RECOGNITION 
Commissioners, along with Pamela Seaman, MHDD Administrator, recognized March as 
Intellectual & Development Disability Awareness Month and presented Paul Stengle, 
Chief Executive Officer at ARC Alliance, with a proclamation. 
 
The Commissioners thanked Pam and Paul for the unique and diverse services provided 
in Berks County.  
 
PRESENTATION 
Ms. Terri Melcher, Vice President of Workforce Development and Continuing Education, 
and Dr. Susan Looney, President of Reading Area Community College (“RACC”) shared 
a brief presentation focusing on the programs offered at the Schmidt Technology Center. 
 
The Commissioners thanked RACC for all of the work they do in the community and are 
a great partner. 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
The February 29, 2024, meeting minutes were approved as presented. 
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Commissioner Leinbach noted that an Executive Session dealing with personnel, litigation 
and real estate was held on March 6, 2024. 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS 
No comments 
 
AGENDA ITEMS 
Commissioner Rivera motioned to approve the agenda as presented; Commissioner Santoni 
seconded the motion; there being no further discussion, the motion carried.  
 
1. Authorizing: 
 

Budget Department 
 

71.2024 A. Adopt a resolution authorizing 2023 Budget Transfers in the 
amount of $2,385,000; 2023 Appropriations in the negative 
amount of $(24.00); 2024 Budget Transfers in the amount of 
$322,142; and 2024 Appropriations in the amount of $35,790 per 
listing dated March 1, 2024. 

  
Commissioners 
 

72.2024 
 
 
 

A. Adopt a resolution authorizing the Berks County Planning 
Commission (“BCPC”) to submit a Municipal Assistance Program 
application to the Pennsylvania Department of Community and 
Economic Development, as lead agency on behalf of Maidencreek 
Township, Richmond Township, and the Borough of Fleetwood for 
grant funding in the amount of $19,377 for development of a joint 
municipal comprehensive plan.  
 

73.2024 B. Adopt a resolution authorizing the Berks County Planning 
Commission (“BCPC”) to submit a Municipal Assistance Program 
application to the Pennsylvania Department of Community and 
Economic Development, as lead agency on behalf of District 
Township, Rockland Township, and the Borough of Topton for 
grant funding in the amount of $17,371 for development of a joint 
municipal comprehensive plan. 
 
David Hunter, Executive Director of Berks County Planning 
Commission, explained the importance of joint comprehensive 
planning and offering support to our municipalities. 
 

74.2024 C. Adopt a resolution authorizing the County Solicitor or, in their 
absence, the First Assistant County Solicitor to execute all 
Statements of Work between the County of Berks and Sylint LLC 
for the provision of digital data forensic and cyber security 
services. 
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2. Motion to authorize the execution of Contract Agreements/Amendments as set forth 
on the Contract Agenda listing dated March 4, 2024. 

 
3. Motion to authorize execution of the payments and electronic transfers for the week 

ending March 7, 2024. 
 

4. Motion to authorize execution of employee payroll disbursements dated March 12, 
2024. 
 

AGENDA APPROVAL 

REPORTS OF TREASURER AND CONTROLLER 
 

1. Mitchell R. Darcourt, County Treasurer, presented the weekly Treasurer’s 
report. 

 
2. Joe Rudderow, County Controller, presented the Controller’s report. 

 
REPORT OF CHIEF OPERATOINS OFFICER 
Nothing to report. 
 
 
COMMISSIONERS’ COMMENTS 
 
Commissioner Rivera 
He recognized March as Intellectual & Development Disability Awareness Month and re-
iterated Pam Seaman’s vision on focusing on abilities, not disabilities. He shared a flyer 
for National Ag Day & America 250 on March 19th.  He, along with the other 
Commissioners and COO team, attended the CCAP Spring Conference and shared 
several highlights.   
 
Commissioner Santoni 
He spoke about attending the Connections Work re-entry simulation and the work they 
do to help individuals coming out of the criminal justice system.  He shared his highlights 
from the CCAP Spring Conference.  He shared his visit with Anne Norton, Director of 
Election Services, and her team to get an overview of the mail in ballot process.  He 
attended the Berks County Library System Awards on Marth 6th which he stated was a 
terrific event.  He announced the next Commissioner Town Hall being held on March 
20th from 6:30-8:00pm at the Reading Public Library.  He also acknowledged March is 
Women’s History month and March 8th being International Women’s Day. 
 
Commissioner Leinbach 
He spoke about the CCAP Spring Conference and highlighted several workgroups.  He 
thanked Stephanie Williams and her team for the Library System Awards program.  He 
shared parts of Governor Shapiro’s Blueprint for Higher Education Proposal and shared 
his concerns with a potential merger and potential change in governance structure.  He 
shared his concerns directly with the Governor at press conference last week at RACC 
which were acknowledged by the Governor. He believes the current proposal would be 
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detrimental to Community Colleges and puts students and RACC at risk.  He is in the 
planning process of meeting with the Governor regarding his concerns.  
 
 
 
 
ROW OFFICERS’ COMMENTS   
Joe Rudderow, County Controller, thanked Dr. Looney and Ms. Melcher for their 
presentation and noted the need for an aviation program.   
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
No comments 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
There being no further business, Commissioner Leinbach adjourned the meeting at 11:08 am 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
                                                                                                                                                                                                  
__________________________ 
Carmen Torres, Chief Clerk 
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